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Besides his more famous works of philosophy - Discourse on Method, Meditations on First Philosophy, and
Principles of Philosophy - Descartes devoted a great deal of time and thought to the study of physiology and
anatomy. An account of his activities in 1629 reports that he visited butcher shops on an almost daily basis to
study specific animal organs, and he practiced dissection and even vivisection to explore the workings of
major organ systems. In the 1630s, he assisted in the dissection of human cadavers - all to satisfy his intense
curiosity about how bodies, animal and human, work. The fruits of this research can be found in his Treatise
of Man, a work that he decided not to publish for fear of suffering the same fate as Galileo. Consequently,
this fascinating treatise did not appear until twelve years after his death.
Among its many intriguing features are his detailed descriptions of the nervous system and its interactions
with the muscles to create movement in response to stimulus. Though we now know that many of these
details are wrong, Descartes' understanding that much of the body functions as a machine was a stroke of
genius. He is the first to describe the reflex arc, anticipating Pavlov and the behaviorists by almost 300 years.
The idea of the body as a kind of animal machine that functions according to physical laws was an immense
advance over the previous scholastic notions based on Aristotle, which merely begged the question of how
the various organs of the body work by stating that it is in their nature to perform their specific functions.
This is a landmark work that students of history, medicine, biology, and the history of science will find richly
rewarding.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Mendoza:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Clarence Jenkins:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
prior to. The Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series) giving you a different experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Richard Eby:

This Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series) is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Treatise of Man (Great
Minds Series) in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Jack Jackson:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books
in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series). This book which
is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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